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REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE  
on 

COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE, NATURAL  
RESOURCES AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 
 
 This marks my first report as the Chairman of the subcommittee 
which has 4 Secretariats under its purview – Agriculture and Forestry, 
Commerce and Trade, Natural Resources and Technology.  It has been a 
pleasure to be exposed to the breadth of areas of state government con-
tained within this Subcommittee and I thank my fellow subcommittee 
members for their specific knowledge of the diverse areas contained within 
it.   
 
Commerce and Trade:   
 

Looking first at Commerce and Trade - over the past six years we 
have worked hard to reinvest in Virginia’s economic development infra-
structure and make job creation the top priority of state government.  In 
each of the past three biennial budgets, we have increased funding for 
these activities substantially.  Even with somewhat more modest increases 
in the upcoming biennium, the budget amendments before you today re-
flect a general fund increase of 60% for the Commerce and Trade Secretari-
at compared to the 2009-2010 biennium. 

 
As we heard earlier this Session, the number of economic develop-

ment programs have proliferated, and while many have been successes, 
the time has come to ensure the General Assembly has an appropriate 
oversight role regarding these expenditures.  To that end, the Subcommit-
tee recommends funding and positions to establish an on-going oversight 
group within JLARC to ensure the taxpayer’s funds are being spent wisely.  
Building on the initiative begun in the 2014 Session by Delegate Massie, 
this unit will provide biennial reports on our economic development ex-
penditures – including both grants and tax incentives – to help us evaluate 



 - 2 - 

which programs best place the Commonwealth to move us fully to a 21st 
century economy. 
  

To support the continued attraction of business expansion across all 
regions of the Commonwealth, the Subcommittee recommends fully fund-
ing all outstanding incentive commitments and continuing funding for the 
Commonwealth Opportunity Fund at $20.8 million each year.  The Sub-
committee also worked in concert with the House Finance Committee to 
identify resources to expand the existing Research and Development tax 
credit and to establish a new credit aimed at larger scale research ventures. 

 
The subcommittee is pleased to support the GO Virginia initiative by 

recommending $32.5 million over the biennium to implement and capital-
ize this innovative plan to foster regional cooperation in the arena of eco-
nomic development.   

 
Also included at the Department of Housing and Community Devel-

opment is $4.0 million each year for the Virginia Housing Trust Fund and 
$2.5 million each year for rapid rehousing, with special focus given to find-
ing permanent housing for victims of domestic abuse, individuals with se-
rious mental illness, and Virginia’s homeless veterans.   
 
Natural Resources: 
 

Moving next to Natural Resources – this Committee has worked dili-
gently to improve Virginia’s water quality, and since 2005 has provided 
nearly $1 billion in investments in Virginia’s natural resources.  That’s 
something we all can be proud of.   

 
Building on these past water quality improvements, the Subcommit-

tee is recommending $61.7 million be provided for use in implementing 
agricultural best management practices in the first year through the depos-
it to the Water Quality Improvement Fund.  This represents the largest an-
nual cash investment into this Fund.  It provides almost $20 million to help 
address the backlog in stream exclusion projects and provide additional 
operating support for the Soil and Water Conservation districts to imple-
ment best management practices both within and outside the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed.   
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Furthermore, Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee is pleased to have 

worked with the Capital Outlay Subcommittee to provide $59.0 million in 
funding through House Bill 1344 to meet fully our commitments to point 
source protection by improving municipal water treatment plants.   

 
 

Agriculture and Forestry: 
 
 Mr. Chairman, next I will touch briefly on the Subcommittee’s efforts 
in Agriculture and Forestry.  Virginia’s largest industry not only provides 
jobs, but it also plays an integral role in maintaining our environment and 
the quality of life in rural Virginia.  This past year, Virginia became the 2nd 
largest agricultural exporter on the East Coast. The Subcommittee is grati-
fied to support continued expansion of our export markets by funding ad-
ditional marketing presence in North Africa and Southeast Asia, support-
ing reverse trade missions, and establishing a program to link Virginia 
producers with international buyers and distributors. 
 

With modest programmatic increases over the biennium, we will be 
able to continue revitalizing a number of agricultural programs, including 
the VDACS weights and measures program, meat inspection and animal 
lab accreditation programs.  Also included in the Subcommittee’s recom-
mendations is an increase in the newly established and highly successful 
Agriculture and Forestries Industries Development Fund of $1.0 million 
each year, and additional positions to market the program throughout the 
Commonwealth.   
 

At the Department of Forestry, I am especially pleased to report that 
the Subcommittee recommends fully funding the general fund match for 
the public-private reforestation of timberlands program for the first time 
since the Gilmore Administration.  Each year of the biennium $1.8 million 
general fund will be available to match industry contributions to ensure 
long-term sustainability of the forestries industry in the Commonwealth. 

 
 The details of the Subcommittee’s report are contained in the attach-
ments.  Committee staff will review the report and the attached listing of 
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our recommendations at this time, and I hope it will be the Committee’s 
pleasure to adopt the report. 
 
 
























































